
Nature-Based Economic Opportunities: A 
Guide to Green Careers and Businesses 
Opening doors to sustainable livelihoods through nature promotion and preservation 

The Economic Reality: Why Nature-Based Work Matters 
Now 
Agriculture alone contributed £13.7 billion to the UK economy in 2023, employing 462,100 
people. The broader agriculture, forestry, and fishing sector employs approximately 289,000 
people across the UK. Wales has higher proportions of employment in agriculture and forestry 
than the UK average, making it particularly rich in opportunities for nature-based careers and 
enterprises. 

Core Agricultural and Land-Based Opportunities 

Agriculture and Food Production 

What it means: Growing crops, raising livestock, and producing food using both traditional and 
innovative methods. Modern agriculture includes everything from small organic farms to 
large-scale operations using precision technology. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Crop farmer (cereals, vegetables, fruits) 
●​ Livestock farmer (cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry) 
●​ Agricultural contractor (machinery services) 
●​ Farm manager or consultant 
●​ Agricultural technology specialist 
●​ Organic produce supplier 
●​ Farm-to-table restaurant owner 
●​ Agricultural equipment dealer 

Economic opportunity: The agricultural workforce in England includes 285,000 people as of 
2024, with opportunities ranging from farm ownership to specialized services. Average farm 
business income varies widely, but successful operations can generate substantial returns, 
particularly those focused on direct sales, organic production, or agritourism. 

Permaculture and Sustainable Land Use 



What it means: Designing agricultural and living systems that mimic natural ecosystems, 
focusing on sustainability, biodiversity, and resource efficiency. This approach creates 
productive landscapes that work with nature rather than against it. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Permaculture design consultant 
●​ Sustainable farm advisor 
●​ Eco-village developer 
●​ Community garden coordinator 
●​ Sustainable landscape designer 
●​ Natural building contractor 
●​ Seed saving and heritage variety specialist 
●​ Educational workshop facilitator 

Economic opportunity: Growing demand for sustainable food systems and climate-conscious 
farming creates opportunities for consultants earning £30,000-£60,000 annually, with successful 
design consultants commanding premium rates for their expertise. 

Land Workers and Agricultural Services 

What it means: The diverse workforce that keeps farms and rural estates running, from 
hands-on fieldwork to specialized technical roles supporting modern agriculture. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Agricultural laborer and seasonal worker 
●​ Tractor and machinery operator 
●​ Irrigation system installer 
●​ Pest control specialist 
●​ Agricultural insurance advisor 
●​ Farm safety consultant 
●​ Rural surveyor 
●​ Agricultural transport contractor 

Economic opportunity: Regular employees and casual workers make up a significant portion 
of the agricultural workforce, with wages ranging from minimum wage for entry-level positions to 
£35,000+ for skilled machinery operators and specialists. 

Forestry and Tree-Based Industries 

Forestry and Arboriculture 



What it means: Managing forests for timber, conservation, and recreation, plus the specialized 
care of individual trees in urban and rural settings. This includes everything from commercial 
timber operations to tree surgery in cities. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Forest manager 
●​ Tree surgeon/arborist 
●​ Timber harvesting contractor 
●​ Wood product manufacturer 
●​ Urban tree planner 
●​ Christmas tree farmer 
●​ Woodland creation specialist 
●​ Chainsaw sculpture artist 

Economic opportunity: The Welsh Forest Resource contributes significantly to sustainable 
economic growth in Wales. Qualified arborists can earn £25,000-£45,000, while successful 
forestry contractors and timber businesses generate substantial revenues from both commercial 
operations and government woodland creation schemes. 

Scientific and Research Fields 

Environmental Science and Biology 

What it means: Studying how natural systems work and how human activities affect them, then 
developing solutions to environmental challenges. This field combines laboratory research with 
fieldwork and practical problem-solving. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Environmental consultant 
●​ Ecological surveyor 
●​ Environmental impact assessor 
●​ Water quality specialist 
●​ Climate change researcher 
●​ Environmental education officer 
●​ Pollution monitoring technician 
●​ Environmental policy advisor 

Economic opportunity: Environmental job boards currently show over 200 available positions, 
with 130 specifically in conservation and wildlife. Environmental consultants typically earn 
£25,000-£50,000, with senior specialists commanding £60,000+. The growing focus on 
environmental compliance creates steady business opportunities. 



Plant Science and Agricultural Sciences 

What it means: Understanding how plants grow, reproduce, and interact with their environment 
to improve crop yields, develop new varieties, and solve agricultural challenges through 
scientific research and practical application. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Plant breeder 
●​ Crop protection specialist 
●​ Agricultural research scientist 
●​ Soil scientist 
●​ Horticulture specialist 
●​ Plant pathologist 
●​ Greenhouse management specialist 
●​ Agricultural biotechnology researcher 

Economic opportunity: Research positions typically start at £25,000-£30,000 for graduates, 
rising to £40,000-£70,000 for senior researchers. Private sector opportunities in agribusiness, 
seed companies, and agricultural technology offer higher earning potential. 

Animal Science and Wildlife Studies 

What it means: Studying animal behavior, biology, and conservation needs to improve livestock 
production, protect wild species, and understand ecosystem relationships. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Animal behaviorist 
●​ Wildlife biologist 
●​ Zoo/safari park curator 
●​ Animal welfare inspector 
●​ Livestock breeding consultant 
●​ Wildlife rehabilitation specialist 
●​ Animal nutrition specialist 
●​ Conservation photographer/filmmaker 

Economic opportunity: Wildlife and animal science roles range from £20,000 for entry-level 
positions to £45,000+ for experienced specialists. Conservation organizations, government 
agencies, and private wildlife enterprises provide diverse career paths. 

Heritage and Educational Fields 

History and Geography 



What it means: Understanding and sharing the story of how landscapes, communities, and 
agricultural practices have evolved over time, often combined with conservation of historic sites 
and traditional methods. 

Job and business examples: 

●​ Rural heritage consultant 
●​ Agricultural museum curator 
●​ Traditional craft instructor 
●​ Landscape historian 
●​ Rural tourism guide 
●​ Heritage site manager 
●​ Traditional building restorer 
●​ Cultural landscape advisor 

Economic opportunity: Heritage tourism and education create opportunities for specialists 
earning £22,000-£40,000 in institutional roles, with successful independent heritage consultants 
and tour operators generating higher incomes through diverse revenue streams. 

Getting Started: Pathways Into Nature-Based Work 

For Complete Beginners 

●​ Start with volunteering at local farms, conservation projects, or environmental 
organizations 

●​ Take short courses in specific skills (chainsaw operation, plant identification, basic 
farming) 

●​ Consider apprenticeships in agriculture, forestry, or environmental management 
●​ Join local groups like Young Farmers, conservation volunteers, or permaculture 

networks 

For Career Changers 

●​ Use transferable skills from other sectors (business management applies to farming 
enterprises) 

●​ Consider part-time study while maintaining current income 
●​ Explore consulting opportunities in your area of expertise applied to environmental 

contexts 
●​ Network with professionals already working in your areas of interest 

For Entrepreneurs 

●​ Start small with market gardening, specialist food production, or environmental services 
●​ Consider partnerships with existing farms or conservation organizations 



●​ Explore funding opportunities through rural development grants and environmental 
schemes 

●​ Focus on local markets initially before expanding 

The Future is Green 
The nature-based economy is expanding rapidly as society recognizes the need for sustainable 
food systems, environmental protection, and climate action. These sectors offer not just jobs, 
but the opportunity to build meaningful careers and businesses that contribute to both personal 
prosperity and planetary wellbeing. 

Whether you're drawn to the hands-on satisfaction of growing food, the intellectual challenge of 
environmental problem-solving, or the entrepreneurial opportunity of building green businesses, 
the natural world offers a diverse and economically viable career landscape that's only going to 
grow in importance. 

This guide represents just the beginning of what's possible when we align economic opportunity 
with environmental stewardship. The question isn't whether nature-based careers can provide 
good livelihoods – it's which path matches your interests and ambitions. 
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